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Director’s Desk
Dear Friends,

This past April, the Children’s 
Advocacy Center, along with 
many other organizations in 
the area, held awareness raising 
events during Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Each year 
we take time to remind our 

supporters and the general public about the problem 
of child abuse and the need to devote attention and 
resources to nurturing and protecting our children. 
Why is it important to do so? Let me share with you the 
findings of the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study 
(ACE). The ACE Study was conducted with more than 
17,000 HMO members in San Diego, California from 
1995 to 1997. The participants, who were undergoing 
a comprehensive physical examination, completed a 
survey requesting information about their childhood 
experience of abuse, neglect and family dysfunction. 
This information was then combined with the results 
of their physical exams. Almost two-thirds of study 
participants reported at least one adverse childhood 
experience and more than twenty percent reported 
three or more of these experiences. The study found 
that as the number of adverse childhood experiences 
increased, the risk for health problems including 
alcoholism and substance abuse, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, depression, heart disease, liver 
disease, intimate partner violence, STD’s, smoking 
and suicide attempts increase as well. In other words, 
child abuse, family violence and family dysfunction 
is strongly related to the risk of health and social 
problems throughout the lifespan. 

What we also know, both from research and from our 
own work with child victims of abuse, is that there are 
“protective factors” that help to prevent or minimize 
the negative effects of these adverse experiences. Each 
child’s self-esteem, the support and protection provided 
by parents, relatives and other caring adults, and access 
to services and community systems that aid in support 
and healing are just some of these factors. 

We ask you to support our efforts and the efforts of 
other family support programs in our communities. 
Volunteer, donate, include prevention messages in your 
businesses promotional materials, church bulletins and 
school newsletters, and contact your local legislators to 
urge them to increase child maltreatment efforts.  

		  Sincerely,

		M  ark Parr
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A Huge Thank you 
goes out to our Sponsors 

and In-Kind Donors   
The success of a marathon depends upon the 

participation of its sponsors. Our generous 
sponsors donated $19,000 along with many 

in-kind donations help make this run possible. 

Title Sponsor 
The Sears Centre

Gold Sponsor 
Ryland Homes

Bronze Sponsors 
Alexian Brothers Medical Center 

and Alexian Orthopedics Institute

B & F Technical Code Service, Inc 
Comcast

Deerfield’s Bakery

Daily Herald 
Etymotic Research Inc.

Hoffman Estates Community Bank

Marriott Northwest

Schaumburg Toyota

Material Donations 
Devine Signs

EOS Salon

Target at Rte. 59 

Service Donations 
American Taxi

Clearbrook 

Lynfred Winery

Monetary Donations 
Carpenter’s Union Local 83

Nancy Korinko

Laser Star Productions, Inc.
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You’re Invited The Board of Directors of The Children’s Advocacy  
Center invites you to attend their Annual fundraiser…

Mission Statement:
Recognizing the right of all children to a safe childhood, The Children’s Advocacy Center of North and Northwest 

Cook County continuously strives to reduce trauma and provide support to child victims of violence and their families.  

The Center serves as a community resource to facilitate the identification, intervention and prevention of child abuse.  

The Children’s Advocacy Center serves the North and Northwest Suburbs of Cook County b
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To purchase tickets and/or raffle, please call Laura at (630) 833-7722  
or email LauraClark@WinningSystemsinc.net.

“Wonders of the World”  
Annual Reception and Dinner Fundraiser

	 Friday, September 14, 2007

	 6:30 p.m. – Cocktails, Silent Auction, Raffle 
	 7:30 p.m. - Dinner

Master of Ceremonies 
Anita Padilla, Fox News Reporter

The Cotillion 
360 South Creekside Drive • Palatine

Ticket Price: $125 per person

“Wonders of the World” Raffle

Grand Prize 
5 Night Trip to  

Walt Disney World for 4

Second Prize  
$1,000

Third and Fourth Prize  
 $500 each

Cost: $50 per raffle ticket

Board News

Kurtis Todd recently joined the Children’s 
Advocacy Center’s Board of Directors. 
Currently, Mr. Todd serves as Campus 
Administrator reporting in the Office 
of the Provost at DePaul University, 
where he is responsible to oversee facil-
ity operations, administrative services, 
and academic services at the Rolling 
Meadows Campus and O’Hare Campus 
in Des Plaines.

The Board and staff would like to thank  
Billie D. Roth, Mayor of Streamwood, for  
her support and assistance as a member 
of the agency’s Board of Directors for the 
past three years.

Staff News
The Children’s Advocacy Center  
welcomes Victoria Mashek, MSW, and 
Mary Reynolds, MSW, as Bilingual 
(Spanish/English) Family Case Coor-
dinators and Counselors in the Safe 
From the Start Program. Mary is a 2007 
graduate of Loyola University School of 
Social Work and has experience counsel-
ing women and children victimized by 
domestic violence; and Vickie is a 2007 
graduate of the University of Illinois 
Chicago Jane Addams College of Social 
Work with experience providing Early 
Intervention services for children with 
developmental disabilities and their 
families.

In addition, Debbie Conley, LCSW, has 
expanded her role in the Safe from the 
Start Program as Director of Community 
Education.
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It takes the support from many villages and businesses  
to orchestrate the CAC’s Run for a Reason Half Marathon.  
The following pictures depict just a few of the wonderful volunteers helping at the marathon.

Buddy Tripahn assisted with hanging the Start and Finish 
Banners and playing music before the race.

Dan Quigley, right, from American Taxi drives volunteers  
to their marshal and water station locations.

Grace Cardella, second from right and Susan Reedquist, far right, thank friends and family 
for setting up Deerfield bakery products and water for the post race carbfest. 

Associates from Target’s store on Rte. 59 prepare the sport drink and  
water cups at the 5th water station

Staff and friends from The Children’s Advocacy 
Center and Safe From the Start Programs manned 
the final water station. 

Sponsors of the run set up display tables. Included were Comcast,  
Ryland Homes, B & F Technical Inc. and Etymotic Research. 

W-T Engineering’s new building in  
Prairie Stone Business Park was the  
gathering place for race volunteers.
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